Dominican Lenten Prayer for Peace in Iraq 

Week 3, 2008

Companions on the Journey
Opening Song: Companions on the Journey, Carey Landry, verses 1&2

Refrain:   We are companions on the journey, breaking bread and sharing life; and in the love we bear is the hope we share for we believe in the love of our God, we believe in the love of our God.

1. No longer strangers to each other; no longer strangers in God’s house; we are fed and we are nourished by the strength of those who care, by the strength of those who care.

2. We have been gifted with each other, and we are called by the Word of the Lord: to act with justice, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with our God, to walk humbly with our God.
Reading: John 4: 5-42
Jesus came to a town of Samaria…Jacob’s well was there. Jesus tired from his journey, sat down there at the well. A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”

*A hand reaches out to ask for water. The thirsty traveler makes himself vulnerable, exposing himself to all the bitter history and ethnic hatred that might be unleashed.

The Samaritan woman said to him, “How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman for a drink?”—For Jews use nothing in common with Samaritans.—

*It is not by coincidence that she comes to the well in the heat of midday, when no other women would come. There is a loneliness and emptiness behind her bravado.

Jesus answered…”If you knew the gift of God and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

*The repartee with Jesus is brisk, but moves at his prompting from small talk to the beginnings of conversion. The woman who is disarmed by a stranger asking for a drink comes to recognize her own deeper thirst.

—*Crossroads to Easter: Lenten Reflections 1999, Pax Christi USA
Quiet Reflection
When have I experienced a “stranger” becoming a “companion” on the journey?

Sharing
Each person shares briefly her/his experience of a “stranger” becoming a “companion” on the journey.

Prayers of the Faithful: A Promise to One Another
Leader: A promise to one another and to all our sisters and brothers in Iraq, the United States, everywhere, in this time of violence, of confusion, of indescribable grace. Each day in gratitude we come together in a circle so much larger than ourselves, surrounded by sacredness and sustained by the Loving Source of all that is.

With hearts broken open we pray, for compassion

All: that opens our arms wide this day to embrace as our sister, our brother,

each person with whom we share this lovely planet;

Leader: for vision

All: that clears our sight to recognize the Light and Goodness that flow in abundance this day in every situation, every place, and within every created being;

Leader: for obedience
All: that opens our ears to the cries resounding throughout every quadrant of our earth this day, cries for life, for deep happiness, for a just peace;

Leader: for wisdom

All: that discerns well and brings forth the thoughts, works and acts that may bring life this day.
Leader: Each night in gratitude we gather again in a circle so much larger than ourselves,
surrounded by sacredness and sustained by the Loving Source of all that is. With full hearts we accept the blessings of this day and wish one another a peaceful rest and renewing sleep.

—A Promise to One Another, Sister Mary Litell, used with permission of Pace e Bene
Leader: Let us pray
All: Jesus, out of your encounter with the Samaritan woman, the hearts of her whole village were touched. We pray that we will have the courage to begin conversations with strangers, and that in sharing our stories we will become companions on the journey, walking side by side with hope in our hearts and peace in our Earth Community. This we ask in your name. Amen
Closing Song: Companions on the Journey, Carey Landry, verses 3&4

Refrain:  

We are companions on the journey, breaking bread and sharing life; and in the love we bear is the hope we share for we believe in the love of our God, we believe in the love of our God.

3. We will seek and we shall find; we will knock and the door will be opened; we will ask and it shall be given, for we believe in the love of our God, we believe in the love of our God.

4.  We are made for the glory of our God, for service in the name of Jesus; to walk side by side with hope in our hearts, for we believe in the love of our God, we believe in the love of our God.

